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HISTORY 
of the 

464th BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) 
 

FROM ACTIVATION—UNTIL VE-DAY 
 

IN RHYME 
 

DEDICATED TO THE PERSONNEL OF THE GROUP, WHO BY THEIR LOYALTY, 
BRAVERY AND UNTIRING EFFORTS, HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE FINAL 

VICTORY AGAINST THE AXIS POWERS IN EUROPE
 

 
ORGANIZATION AND TRAINING 
 
ON JULY THE FIRST 
NINETEEN FORTY THREE 
A NEW BOMB GROUP ENTERED 
THE U.S.ARMY. 
 
THE 464th HEAVY 
IT WAS TO BE KNOWN 
IT WAS DESTINED TO BE GREAT 
AND WIN RENOWN. 
 
AT GOWAN FIELD IDAHO 
WAS ASSIGNED FIRST PERSONNEL 
FROM THERE ON OUT 
THEY TRAINED LIKE HELL. 
 
FIRST AT AAFSAT 
IN FLORIDA'S HEAT. 
THEN TO POCATELLO 
WHERE THEY WERE TO MEET 
 
THE CADRE OF CREWS  
AND GROUND PERSONNEL 
THINGS WERE ORGANIZED QUICKLY  
AND STARTED OFF WELL. 
 
GROUND SCHOOL AND FLYING 
BECAME DAILY ROUTINE 
WITH RUMORS AS USUAL 
DIRECT FROM THE LATRINE. 
 
THRU NOVEMBER, DECEMBER 
NINETEEN FORTY THREE 
IT GOT COLDER AND COLDER 
BELIEVE YOU ME. 
 
JANUARY ENDED 
EVERYONE IN A FURORE 
IT WOULDN'T BE LONG 
TILL WE WENT TO WAR. 
 
ROUND MOVEMENT OVERSEAS 
 
IN THE 9th OF FEBRUARY 
IN THE SNOW AND SLUSH 
WE BOARDED TROOP TRAINS 
WITHOUT CONFUSION OR FUSS. 
 
IT WAS COLD, OH SO COLD 
CROSS THE STATES 
THE MEN ALL LONGED  
FOR REMALE BUNK MATES. 

 
 
AT CAMP PATRICK HENRY 
IN THE SUNNY SOUTH ??? 
WE SPENT SEVERAL DAYS 
GETTING FITTED OUT. 
 
THE FIRST TO LEAVE 
FOR FOREIGN DUTY 
WAS HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT 
AND WERE THEY SNOOTY. 
 
THE 778th SQUADRON 
CAME ALONG TOO 
THERE WERE MANY MIXED FEELINGS 
WHEN THE BOAT'S WHISTLE BLEW. 
 
FEBRUARY TWENTY SECOND 
WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY 
WE BOARDED A LIBERTY 
AND SAILED AWAY. 
 
OTHER SQUADRONS 
MOSTLY GROUND CREWS 
FOLLOWED AT INTERVALS 
OF A WEEK OR TWO. 
 
THOSE LIBERTY SHIPS 
WERE VERY SLOW 
A GOOD MANY MEN 
HAD TO STAY BELOW. 
 
POKER AND READING 
AND EATING CORNED WILLIE 
WHEN THE WAVES ROLLED HIGH 
SOME OF US FELT – SILLY. 
 
AFTER SEVENTEEN DAYS  
OF NOTHING BUT WATER 
OUT OF THE MISTS 
LOOMED THE ROCK OF GIBRALTER. 
 
QUICKLY IN ORDER 
CAME ORAN AND ALOIERS 
THEN SICILY AND BRENDISI 
THERE WERE MANY CHEERS. 
 
IT SEEMED SO GOOD 
TO GET BACK ON LAND 
NO ROCKING--NO SWAYING 
OH BOY IT WAS GRAND. 
 
THEN INTO G.I. TRUCKS 
FOR OUR UNKNOWN DESTINATION 
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ALL IN ALL IT WAS  
QUITE A SENSATION. 
WE CRANED OUR NECKS 
TO LOOK AT THE TOWNS 
AND AT EVERY STOP 
THE KIDS MADE THE ROUNDS. 
 
CIGAR-ETTO JOE? 
CHOCKO-LAT PLIZ ? 
LITTLE SCRAWNY KIDS 
HARDLY UP TO YOUR KNEES. 
 
WE DROVE AND DROVE 
ROADS DUSTY AND ROUGH 
IT’S A DARN GOOD THING  
THAT OUR FANNIES WERE TOUGH. 
 
ON 20TH MARCH 
IN LATE AFTERNOON 
WE ARRIVED AT OUR HILL 
ALL READY TO SWOON. 
 
MAKING CAMP 
 
THE HILL WAS PRETTY 
ALL COVERED WITH TREES 
NOT A TENT IN SIGHT 
WITH AN ICE COLD BREEZE. 
 
TENTS WERE PITCHED HURRIDLY 
BOTH YON AND HITHER 
WE JUMPED INTO OUR COTS 
AND CONTINUED TO SHIVER. 
 
WORK STARTED AT ONCE 
TO MAKE US A CAMP 
BUT WITH RAIN AND SNOW 
IT WAS COLD AND DAMP. 
 
MESS TENT WAS SET UP 
SO WE COULD EAT 
STANDING UP WITH OUR MESS KIT 
IN THE COMPANY STREET. 
 
LATRINES WERE DUG 
TENTS MOVED AGAIN 
CAMP HAD TO BE READY 
WHEN THE PLANES CAM IN. 
 
THE 465TH GROUP 
BEAT US TO THE PUNCH 
THEY GOT A HILL WITH BUILDINGS 
ALL GROUPED IN A BUNCH. 
 
BARNS AND SHEDS 
THEY QUICKLY CONVERTED 
INTO OFFICE AND QUARTERS  
WHILE WE REVERTED. 
 
BACK TO NATURE 
BUT IT WASN'T TOO BAD 
NO HOT WATER FOR SHVING 
OR BATHS TO BE HAD 
 
SLIT TRENCHES FOR LATRINES 
ON THE EDGE OF THE CAMP 

WITH RAIN AND SNOW 
IT WAS KINDS DAMP. 
 
WE HAD SNOW THAT WAS BLACK 
BELIEVE IT OR NOT 
ILLUSIONS OF 'SUNNY ITALY' 
HAD GONE ON TO POT. 
 
CAMP WAS LAID OUT 
HEADQUARTERS SET UP 
WORK WENT ON  
WITHOUT A LET UP. 
 
WORK WENT ON 
AND PROGRESS WAS STEADY 
BY THE END OF APRIL 
THE CAMP WAS READY 
 
MOVEMENT OF AIR ECHELON 
 
AFTER THE GROUND CREWS 
LEFT POCATELLO IDAHO 
IT CONTINUED COLD 
WITH PLENTY OF SNOW. 
 
ON FEBRUARY 21ST 
THE PLANES TOOK TO AIR 
TO LINOLN ARMY AIR BASE 
LEAVING POCATELLO SO FAIR. 
 
AFTER STAGING, INSPECTION 
AND GETTING NEW CLOTHES 
THEIR STAY IN THE STATES DREW TO 
A CLOSE. 
 
BY SINGLE CREWS  
THEY LEFT ONE BY ONE 
FOR MORRISON FIELD 
IN THE LAND OF THE SUN. 
 
TO PUERTO RICO 
AND NATAL, BRAZIL 
STOPPED AT BRITISH NEW GUINIA 
THEIR GAS TANKS TO FILL. 
 
IN THE BRAZILIAN JUNGLE 
TWO SHIPS WERE LOST 
FIVE MEN WERE KILLED 
TWAS A DISHEARTENING LOSS. 
 
ONE PILOT BAILED HIS CREW 
AND NOT WITHSTANDING 
THE HAZARDS OF A CRASH 
MADE A GOOD BELLY LANDING. 
 
THEY RAN OUT OF GAS 
AND THE WEATHER WAS BAD 
TO LOSE THESE GOOD MEN 
WAS INDEED VERY SAD. 
 
NAVIGATORS STARTED SWEATING 
AS THEY APPROACHED NATAL 
FOR THE SOUTH ATLANTIC 
WAS NO ERIE CANAL. 
 
THEY WERE ON THE BALL 
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ALL DURING THIS FLIGHT 
THEY ALL HIT AFRICA 
THE VERY SAME NIGHT. 
 
EVERYONE MADE IT  
ON THIS LONG HOP 
THEY WERE TIRED AND HAPPY 
AND THEY ROLLED TO A STOP. 
 
THEN ON TO OUDNA 
ARMY AIR BASE 
THERE WERE GREETINGS AND SHOUTS 
IT HAD BEEN A CLOSE RACE. 
 
SOON BOOTS BLOSSOMED OUT 
ON THE FEET OF THE CREWS 
THE ARABS AND MERCHANTS  
SOON GOT THE GOOD NEWS. 
 
THE 464TH 
HAD FINALLY ARRIVED 
THEIR BUSINESS PICKED UP 
AND FINALLY THRIVED. 
 
THE FIRST PLANE LANDED  
ON THE NINTH OF MARCH 
TRAINING STARTED AGAIN 
AND IT WAS HARSH. 
 
LARGE FORMATIONS  
AND OVER THE SEA 
HIGH ALTITUDE BOMBING 
IT WAS NO PINK TEA. 
 
ONE CREW WAS LOST 
ON A TRAINING FLIGHT 
THEY WENT INTO A SPIN 
TWAS NOT A NICE SIGHT. 
 
ON APRIL THE 20TH 
THEY HEADED TO SEA 
FOR THE ARMY AIR BASE 
AT GIOIA—ITALY. 
 
PLANES WERE STRIPPED DOWN AND 
GUNS OVERHAULED 
THE GERMANS DIDN'T KNOW 
THEY WERE SOON TO BE MAULED. 
 
ON 30TH OF APRIL 
NINETEEN FORTY FOUR 
OUR PLANES TOOK OFF 
WITH A MIGHTY ROAR. 
 
TO BOMB THE ENEMY 
AT CASTEL MAGGOIRE 
THAT HE STARTED THE WAR 
HE SOON WOULD BE SORRY. 
 
THIS FIRST MISSION OF OURS  
WASN'T SO HOT 
BUT BY GOD W'VE STARTED 
AND THAT MEANS A LOT. 
 
WE HAD LOTS TO LEARN 
AS WE SOON FOUND 

BUT WE WOULD DO BETTER 
ON THE SECOND ROUND. 
 
 
MAY 1944 
 
EIGHTEEN MISSIONS 
IN MAY FORTY FOUR 
FOR A GREEN NEW GROUP 
WHO COULD ASK MORE? 
 
WE DROPPED 1016 TONS 
OF T N T 
THAT’S A LOT OF BOMBS 
BELIEVE YOU ME. 
 
OIL REFINERIES 
SUPPLY AND TROOP CONCENTRATIONS 
A/C FACTORIES AND M/Y 
OF THE AXIS NATIONS. 
 
THE LUFTWAFFE STUCK OUT 
ITS HAIRY CHIN 
OUR GUNNERS LET GO 
AND KNOCKED IT BACK IN. 
 
THIRTEEN DESTROYED 
AND PROBABLES TEN 
FIVE MORE DAMAGED 
BY OUR GOOD MEN 
 
ON OUR SECOND MISSION 
WE LOST OUR DEPUTY C.O. 
IN AN AIR COLLISION 
WITH THE ENEMY BELOW. 
 
LT. COLONEL 
SYLVAN D. HAND 
IS A PRISONER OF WAR 
IN ENEMY LAND. 
 
TWO AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS 
COST US SHIPS AND MEN 
TWO AIRCRAFT WERE LOST 
MEN KILLED TOTALLED TEN. 
 
115 MEN MISSING ON  
COMBAT CREWS 
FOR A BRAND NEW GROUP 
THAT WAS VERY BAD NEWS. 
 
LT. COLONEL MC KENNA 
NEW DEPUTY C.O. 
WAS A DARN GOOD FLYER 
AND NICE TO KNOW. 
 
FROM GIOIA TO PANTENELLA 
WE MOVED IN A HURRY 
AT THE END OF THE MONTH 
WITHOUT FUSS OR FLURRY. 
 
AT LAST, LONG LAST 
THE GROUP WAS TOGETHER 
MORALE WENT UP 
AND CONDITIONS WERE BETTER. 
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JUNE 1944 
 
IN THE MONTH OF JUNE 
WE HAD THIRTEEN MISSIONS 
DEVOTED TIME TO TRAINING 
TO BECOME BETTER TECHNICIANS. 
 
729 TONS 
WE DROPPED ON FRITZ 
ON MOST ALL OF OUR TARGETS 
WE GOT GOOD HITS. 
 
OUR GUNNERS AGAIN 
MADE A NICE SCORE 
ENEMY AIRCRAFT WENT DOWN 
WHEN OUR GUNS STARTED TO ROAR. 
 
FIFTEEN DESTROYED 
AND FOUR PROBABLY DOWN 
SEVEN DAMAGED BY GOSH 
OUR BOYS WENT TO TOWN. 
 
THREE ACCIDENTS MARRED 
OUR RECORD FOR JUNE 
NO INJURED OR KILLED 
WHICH WAS A GREAT BOON. 
 
EIGHTY SIX MEN 
WERE MISSING IN ACTION 
EIGHT MORE WERE KILLED 
BUT WE HAD THE SATISFACTION 
 
OF SEVENTEEN MEN  
RETURNED TO THE BASE 
TO FIGHT HITLER AGAIN 
AND HIS SUPER RACE. 
 
ON JUNE 26TH 
ON A MISSION VERY ROUGH 
OVER VIENNA 
A TARGET THAT’S ROUGH 
 
WE LOST COLONEL BONNER 
OUR ORIGINAL GROUP C.O. 
HE WENT DOWN FIGHTING THAT MUCH 
WE DO KNOW. 
 
ANOTHER GOOD MAN 
WAS LOST THAT DAY 
MAJOR THOMAS CARTER 
WE'RE SORRY TO SAY. 
 
THE LOSS OF THESE MEN 
WAS A SERIOUS BLOW 
BOTH WERE REAL OFFICERS 
AND A PLEASURE TO KNOW. 
 
 
ON 30TH OF JUNE 
COLONEL A. L. SCHROEDER 
MOVED OUT TO OUR GROUP 
AND PROMPTLY TOOK OVER. 
 
HE WAS QUIET AT FIRST 
TILL HE GOT THE LAY OF THE LAND 
THEN THINGS STARTED TO SNAP 

TO BEAT THE BAND. 
 
ENLISTED MENS CLUBS 
WERE BEGINNING TO RISE 
ALSO THE OFFICERS 
THEY WERE ALL THE SAME SIZE. 
 
 
UP CAME MORALE 
VENEREAL DISEASE WENT DOWN 
MEN STAYED ON THE BASE 
AND KEPT OUT OF TOWN. 
 
WE GOT OUR SHARE 
OF MEDALS GALORE 
BUT WATCH US NEXT MONTH 
WE'LL GET LOTS MORE. 
 
THIRTY SEVEN PURPLE HEARTS 
AND FOUR D. F. C'S. 
409 AIR MEDALS 
ONE SILVER STAR IF YOU PLEASE. 
 
TWO MONTHS OF COMBAT 
ARE NOW UNDER OUR BELT 
FROM NOW ON OUT 
OUR WEIGHT WILL BE FELT. 
 
THE AXIS POWERS 
ARE ON THE DOWN GRADE 
WE'LL HELP THEM ALONG 
WITH MANY A RAID. 
 
JULY 1944 
 
ROUMANIA, HUNGARY 
GERMANY AND FRANCE 
ITALY AND AUSTRIA 
ALL GOT HIT IN THE PANTS. 
 
EIGHTEEN MISSIONS 
1307 TONS  
OF FIRE AND FURY 
WE DROPPED ON THE HUNS. 
 
OIL, COMMUNICATIONS 
AIRDROMES AND SUCH 
TARGETS HERR HITLER BOASTED 
WE NEVER COULD TOUCH. 
 
A FIELD DAY WAS HAD 
BY OUR GUNNERS AND CREWS 
ADOLPHE FELT BAD 
WHEN HE HEARD THE NEWS. 
 
TWENTY SIX DESTROYED 
AND FIVE WERE DAMAGED 
TWENTY PROBABLES 
ADOLPHES AIR FORCE WAS RAVAGED. 
 
180 MEN MISSING 
OUR LOSSES WERE HIGH 
EIGHTEEN AIRCRAFT GONE 
IN THE MONTH OF JULY. 
 
27 MEN PREVIOUSLY MISSING 



 5

RETURNED TO THIS GROUP 
ABOUT ESCAPE AND EVASION 
AIRFORCE GOT SOME GOOD POOP. 
 
MAJOR HAROLD E. BLEHM 
777TH C.O. 
WENT DOWN OVER PLOESTI 
HE WILL BE MISSED WE ALL KNOW. 
 
WE WERE LUCKY THIS MONTH 
ON AIRPLANE CRASHES 
NO ONE WAS HURT 
BUT WE HAD TWO SMASHES. 
 
VENEREAL DISEASE 
WENT DOWN ONCE MORE 
THE MEDICS WERE HAPPY 
AND THE GIRLS WERE SORE. 
 
MORALE WAS GOOD 
IN SPITE OF THE LOSSES 
FROM THE P. F. C.'S 
TO THE HIGHEST BOSSES. 
 
WE PASSED OUT MEDALS 
BY THE SCORE 
IN VIEW OF THE NUMBER 
IT WAS QUITE A CHORE. 
 
TWENTY FOUR PURPLE HEARTS 
488 CLUSTERS 
212 AIR MEDALS 
FOR DROPPING BLOCK BUSTERS. 
 
ONE SILVER STAR 
FIFTEEN D. F. C.'S 
SOME HAVE ENOUGH MEDALS 
TO REACH DOWN TO THEIR KNEES. 
 
A SMALL THIN BOY 
WHOSE NAME IS DRAKE 
WAS THE FIRST IN THE DRAKE 
FIFTY MISSIONS TO MAKE. 
 
CAPTAIN RAYMOND W. 
(HERKEY) DRAKE IS HIS NAME 
BY HIS FINE RECORD 
RECEIVED MUCH ACCLAIM. 
 
WE HAD SOME VISITORS  
OUT AT THIS BASE 
GENERALS EAKER AND SPAATZ 
LOOKED OVER OUR PLACE. 
 
SIX CLUBS WERE OPENED 
FOR OFFICERS AND ENLISTED MEN 
IT'S NO EXAGERATED STATEMENT 
WE'LL ALL ENJOY THEM. 
 
THE CHAPLAIN DECIDED 
TO BUILD A REAL CHURCH 
CAUSE THE BRIEFING TENT  
DID SWAY AND LURCH. 
 
THE TENT HAD HOLES 
AND MADE IT LEAK 

AND YOU COULDN'T HEAR 
THE CHAPLAIN SPEAK. 
 
HE FIGURED TWELVE HUNDRED 
DOLLARS WOULD DO 
TO BUILD A CHURCH 
FOR ME AND YOU. 
 
 
 
HE ASKED FOR THE FUNDS 
ON THE PAY DAY LINE 
THE RESULTS?  YOU GUESSED IT 
THEY WERE REALLY FINE. 
 
TWENTY EIGHT HUNDRED DOLLARS 
WAS THE FINAL TAKE 
WHAT A NICE CHURCH 
THAT MUCH WOULD MAKE. 
 
AT LAST, LONG LAST 
IN RESPONSE TO OUR TEARS 
THE BRIEFING ROOM WAS STARTED 
BY THE ENGINEERS. 
 
TEN MILLION MAPS 
AND TARGET CHARTS 
OPERATING IN TENTS 
JUST BROKE OUR HEARTS. 
 
DUST, SWEAT AND TEARS 
WILL BE A THING OF THE PAST 
IF THEY HURRY AND BUILT IT 
AND DO IT REAL FAST. 
 
TRIPS TO REST CAMPS 
AND ALSO TO ROME 
PLEASED EVERYBODY 
AND FITS INTO THIS POEM. 
 
TUFA BLOCK HOUSES 
STARTED TO RISE 
WE'LL BE HERE ALL WINTER 
WE ALL SURMISE. 
 
SPECIAL SERVICES PUT OUT 
THE WEEKLY BOMB BLAST 
THE FOUR HUNDRED COPIES 
WERE SOLD OUT FAST. 
 
JULY WAS SUCCESSFUL 
WE ACCOMPLISHED OUR AIM 
KNOCK THE HELL OUT OF HITLER 
HE'LL GET MORE OF THE SAME. 
 
AUGUST 1944 
 
595 SORTIES 
ON TWENTY ONE MISSIONS 
1371 TONS 
BRING ON THE STATISTITIONS. 
 
ENEMY AIRDROMES 
AND OIL INSTALLATIONS 
BROUGHT FROM WING AND AIR FORCE 
VERY NICE CONGRATULATIONS. 
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GUN EMPLACEMENTS 
ON THE COAST OF FRANCE 
WE HIT OLD MAN HITLER 
IN THE SEAT OF THE PANTS. 
 
GAVE IAR SUPPORT 
TO OUR TROOPS THAT LANDED 
ON THE COAST OF FRANCE 
RESISTANCE DISBANDED. 
 
ON "D" DAY WE FLEW 
HIT THE DONZIERE BRIDGE 
THAT OFFERED NEW PROBLEMS 
FOR HITLERS "RADIO MIDGE." 
 
OUR GUNNERS AGAIN 
MADE A GOOD SCORE 
THE JERRY PILOTS  
DISLIKE US MORE AND MORE. 
 
NINETEEN DESTROYED 
AND PROBABLES FIVE 
TWO WERE DAMAGED 
LUCKY TO BE ALIVE. 
 
ON THE GROUND WE HIT EM 
WHILE THEY WERE TRYING TO PARK 
DESTROYED SEVEN—DAMAGED FIVE 
IT WAS QUITE A LARK. 
 
OUR LOSSES WERE HIGH 
AS OUR TARGETS WERE TOUGH 
THE FLAK AND THE FIGHTERS 
WERE DEFINITELY ROUGH. 
 
NINE MEN GAVE THEIR LIVES 
IN THIS ALL OUT FIGHT 
EIGHTEEN WERE WOUNDED 
FOR A CAUSE THAT IS RIGHT. 
 
109 COMBAT CREW MEMBERS 
ARE MISSING IN ACTION 
FORTY SEVEN CAME BACK 
THAT'S SOME SATISFACTION. 
 
ROUMANIA SURRENDERED 
AND THAT WAS JUST GREAT 
INCLUDING PLOESTI 
A TARGET WE HATE. 
 
MAJOR BLEHM 
A SQUADRON C. O. 
ALONG WITH OTHER MEN  
WE ALL KNOW 
 
GOT OUT OF PRISON 
WHERE THEY WERE HELD BY JERRY 
THEY LEFT FOR THE STATES 
IN ONE HELL OF A HURRY. 
 
164 AIR MEDALS 
45 PURPLE HEARTS  
339 CLUSTERS 
TO OUR YOUNG UPSTARTS. 
 

79 D. F. C.'S 
FOURTEEN SILVER STARTS 
ONE BRONZE STAR MEDAL 
TO GO WITH THEIR BARS. 
 
WE HAD SIX ACCIDENTS 
TWO MEN WERE KILLED 
INCLUDING AN EXPLOSION 
FROM OUR BEDS WE WERE SPILLED. 
 
 
 
A PLANE CAUGHT ON FIRE 
IT WENT UP WITH A BANG 
THE BOMBS ALL EXPLODED 
AND OUR WHOLE HILL RANG. 
 
BY VALIANT WORK 
BY THE GROUND CREWS 
NO ONE WAS INJURED 
WHEN THIS SHIP BLEW. 
 
VENEREAL DISEASE REACHED 
A NEW ALL TIME LOW 
ONLY FOUR NEW CASES 
WE WOULD HAVE YOU KNOW. 
 
203 MEN  
FINISHED THEIR MISSION 
BACK TO THE STATES 
FOR SOME REAL GOOD FISHIN', 
 
THIRTY FOUR NEW CREWS  
CAME INTO THE GROU 
THE GROUP GROUND SCHOOL 
GAVE THEM THE POOP. 
 
MORALE WAS EXCELLENT 
IT SAYS HERE 
THE SLUBS HAD STARTED 
TO SERVE WINE AND BEER. 
 
THE NEW GROUP CHAPEL'S 
PROGRESS WAS STEADY 
IT WON'T BE LONG 
UNTIL IT IS READY. 
 
THIRTY MOVIES WERE SHOWN 
THERE'S A NEW DARK ROOM CLUB 
ATHLETIC COMPETITION WAS HOT 
HDQ. TEAM FLUBBED THEIR DUB. 
 
JOE LEWIS WAS HERE 
FOUR ISSUES OF "BOMB BLAST" 
ALL THE CLUBS WERE OPENED 
HOUSES WERE GOING UP FAST. 
 
COLONEL A. L. SCHROEDER 
THE GROUP C.O. 
INVITED US IN 
SO WE WOULD KNOW 
 
WHAT A NICE HOUSE 
HE HAD BUILT ON THE CREST 
AND OF COURSE HE THOUGH 
HIS HOUSE WAS THE BEST. 
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THE BRIEFING ROOM 
IS COMING ALONG SLOW 
WE HOPE IT GETS DONE 
BEFORE THE FIRST SNOW. 
 
ALL IN ALL AUGUST 
WAS A RECORD BREAKER 
WE'VE SHOWED THE HUN 
THAT WE CAN TAKE ER. 
 
 
 
WE'LL FILE IT ON 
AND HIT HIM HARD 
AND DROP OUR BOMBS  
IN HIS OWN BACK YARD. 
 
SEPTEMBER 1944 
 
THIRTEEN MISSIONS 
SEPTEMBER FORTY FOUR 
THEN WERE CANCELLED 
OR WE WOULD HAVE HAD MORE. 
 
YUGO, HUNGARY 
ITALY AND GREECE 
AUSTRIA, GERMANY AND POLAND 
THAT'S QUITE A PIECE. 
 
HUNGARY GOT HIT 
ON SIX DIFFERENT TIMES 
IN SUPPORT OF THE RUSSIANS 
AND BESIDES IT RHYMES. 
 
FOUR MARSHALLING YARDS 
TWO OIL INSTALLATIONS 
TWO WAR MATERIEL PLANTS 
WERE GIVEN BAD SENSATIONS. 
 
FOUR R. R. BRIDGES 
WE KNOCKED ALL TO HELL 
ALSO SUNK A SUBMARINE 
THAT SURE WAS SWELL. 
 
373 SORTIES 
DROPPED 841 TONS 
OF HIGH POWERED BOMBS  
ON THE HITLER SONS. 
 
TWO DEATHS IN THE GROUP 
NINE WOUNDED BY FLAK 
FOUR CASES OF FROSTBITE 
WE'LL PAY EM BACK. 
 
TWO CREWS DOWN 
AND MISSING IN ACTION 
TWENVE MEN WERE RETURNED 
THAT'S SOME SATISFACTION. 
 
OUR MEDAL DEPARTMENT 
WORKED WITH VIM AND VIGOR 
THE MEDALS AWARDED 
CAME TO QUITE A FIGURE. 
 
FOUR HUNDRED THIRTEEN 

AIR MEDALS AND CLUSTERS 
PURPLE HEARTS SIXTY FIVE 
TO OUR BRVE CLOUD BUSTERS. 
 
WE CAN'T FORGET 
THE BOYS ON THE GROUND 
162 GOOD CONDUCTS 
WERE PASSED AROUND. 
 
WE HAD TWO HUNDRED 
DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSSES 
TEN SILVER STARTS 
WERE PINNED ON BY THE BOSSES. 
 
THREE AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS 
WITH THREE INJURIES MINOR 
WE ARE TRYING OUR BEST 
TO MAKE A RECORD THAT'S FINER. 
 
TWO A/C MAJOR DAMAGE 
ONE A COMPLETE WRECK 
MUCH BETTER THE PLANE 
THAN SOME POOR G. I.'S NECK. 
 
THE GIRLS GOT BUSY 
IN ALL THE TOWNS 
AND GAVE OUT V. D. 
WHEN THE MEN MADE THE ROUNDS. 
 
TWENTY FOUR NEW CASES  
WE HAD IN THE GROUP 
POOR MAJOR (DOC) MOON 
WAS KNOCKED FOR A LOOP. 
 
ON THE OTHER SIDE 
OF THE LEDGER, IT STATES 
WE GAVE 289 UNITS 
OF BLOOD TO OUR MATES. 
 
SEVENTY EIGHT MEN 
FINISHED THEIR FLYING 
AND SOON IN THE STATES 
STEAKS AND MILK THEY'LL BE BUYING. 
 
FOURTEEN NEW CREWS 
ARRIVED AT OUR BASE 
WE SHUFFELED OUR TENTS 
AND MADE THEM A PLACE. 
 
MORALE WAS GOOD 
TUFA HOUSES WENT UP 
OUR MANY DOGS HERE 
PROCEEDED TO PUP. 
 
OUR CHAPLAIN, JOHN EASTWOOD 
WORKED HARD ON THE DEVIL 
HE HAD HIS BEST MONTH 
AND THAT'S ON THE LEVEL. 
 
HIS ATTENDANCE AT CHURCH 
SHOWED A BIG INCREASE 
HIS LETTERS OF SYMPATHY 
SHOWED A BIG DECREASE. 
 
HE BAPTISED TWO MEN 
AND BURIED TWO OTHERS 
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IT'S A HEART BREAKING JOB 
TO WRITE TO THEIR MOTHERS. 
 
WORK ON THE CHAPEL 
WENT ALONG FINE 
A NEW BELL IN THE BELFRY 
WAS A MIGHTY GOOD SIGN. 
 
THE CHURCH IS ABOUT READY 
IT WON'T BE LONG NOW 
WE CAN GO IN AND WORSHIP 
AND OUR HEADS WE WILL BOW 
 
 
 
IN REMEMBRANCE AND REVERANCE 
TO THOSE BRAVE MEN OF OUR 
WHO LOST THEIR LIVES 
AGAINST THE AXIS POWERS. 
 
SPECIAL SERVICES 
HAD A GOOD MONTH WE KNOW 
THIRTY MOVIES WERE SHOWN 
AND A U. S. O. SHOW 
 
TOOK IN 1700 DOLLARS 
FOR AAF AID SOCIETY 
FOR THOSE IN OUR AIR FORCE 
IT WILL HELP MIGHTILY. 
 
THREE ISSUES OF THE 
WEEKLY "BOMB BLAST" 
THE AVAILABLE COPIES 
WENT OUT VERY FAST. 
 
AT LAST—LONG LAST 
HEADQUARTERS BUILDING WAS DONE 
WE ALL MOVED IN 
ON A DEAD RUN. 
 
SEVERAL CHANGES OCCURRED 
AMONG THE BRASS 
APPOINTMENTS WERE MADE 
AND MADE DAMN FAST. 
 
THE DEPUTY C. O. 
WENT HOME TO THE STATES 
FOR LT. COLONEL MC KENNA 
A GOOD REST AWAITS. 
 
LT. COLONEL GOODYEAR 
TOOK OVER HIS PLACE 
HE'S FROM OREGON STATE 
WITH A NICE SMILE ON HIS FACE. 
 
MAJOR JAMES H. GILSON 
NAMED 779TH C. O. 
QUIET AND EFFICIENT 
HE'LL MAKE THINGS GO. 
 
100 MISSIONS 
ARE NEARLY IN SIGHT 
OLD JERRY KNOWS 
WE'RE STILL IN THE FIGHT. 
 

OCTOBER 1944 
 
OCTOBER CAME IN 
LIKE A ROARING LION 
THE WIND BLEW HARD 
AND TENTS WENT AFLYIN. 
 
THE CIRCUS TENT 
AND POST OFFICE TOO 
TUFA HOUSES BLEW IN 
AS WELL AS S-2. 
 
CAPTAIN BRADFORD 
WHO WAS THE 0. D. 
WAS RUNNING AROUND 
LIKE A BUSY BEE. 
 
OUR MISSIONS FLOWN 
HIT AN ALL TIME LOW. 
FIFTEEN TIMES 
WE GOT READY TO GO. 
 
OLD MAN WEATHER 
KNOCKED US FOR A LOOP 
ONLY EIGHT COMBAT MISSIONS 
WERE FLOWN BY THIS GROUP. 
 
283 SORTIES 
THAT'S NOT ENOUGH 
ONLY 609 TONS OF BOMBS 
THAT'S REALLY TOUGH. 
 
IF NOVEMBER CLEARS UP 
AND WE HOPE IT WILL 
WE'LL DROP MORE ON JERRY 
AND GIVE HIM HIS FILL. 
 
ITALY AND GERMANY 
GOT THEIR SHARE 
IN AUSTRIA AND HUNGARY 
WE HELPED THE RUSSIAN BEAR. 
 
FOUR MARSHALLING YARDS 
TWO WAR PLANS GOT HIT 
ONE OIL AND ONE STORES DEPOT 
ALSO GOT THEIR BIT. 
 
WE LOST OUR LEAD CREW 
SPILLER, CATO AND BURTON 
THEY WILL BE HARD TO REPLACE 
OF THAT WE ARE CERTAIN. 
 
FIFTEEN MEN MADE 
THE SUPREME SACRIFICE 
FOR EACH MAN LOST 
WE'LL MAKE JERRY PAY TWICE. 
 
WOUNDED WE HAD 
TOTAL TWENTY THREE 
THIS WAR IS NO SNAP 
AS YOU CAN SEE. 
 
THREE CASES OF FROSTBITE 
OCCURRED IN THE AIR 
IT GOT SO COLD 
IT WAS HARD TO BEAR. 
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102 MEN WERE LISTED 
AS M. I. A. 
TWENTY NINE CAME BACK 
WE ARE GLAD TO SAY. 
 
AGAIN WITH OUR MEDALS 
WE WENT TO TOWN 
SOME OF THE BOYS 
ARE SURE WEIGHTED DOWN. 
 
682 MEDALS 
IN COMBAT WERE WON 
112 GOOD CONDUCTS 
THAT'S A BIG MONTH'S RUN. 
 
 
 
THIRTY FOUR MEN 
THIS MONTH FINISHED UP 
ON GOOD HOME COOKING 
THEY SOON WILL SUP. 
 
WE GOT IN FORTY 
NEW COMBAT CREWS 
GAVE EM THE WORKS 
THERE'S NO TIME TO LOSE. 
 
V. D. CAME DOWN 
FROM 24 TO 9 
DOC MOON RUBS HIS HANDS 
AND THINKS THAT IS FINE. 
 
NO ACCIDENTS MARRED 
OUR RECORD THIS TIME 
HAD A HELL OF A STRUGGLE 
TO MAKE THIS RHYME. 
 
CHAPLAIN EASTWOOD WAS BUSY 
SAVING SOULS AND SUCH 
SERVICES AND LETTERS 
OF TIME IT TOOK MUCH. 
 
THE NEW GROUP CHAPEL 
WAS OFFICIALLY DEDICATED 
IT’S A VERY FINE STRUCTURE 
AND CAN'T BE OVER RATED. 
 
3424 ATTENDANCE 
OUR RECORD TO DATE 
IT BEGINS TO LOOK LIKE 
THE CHAPLAIN DOES RATE. 
 
FOURTEEN SERVICES WERE HELD 
FOR THOSE MEN WHO WERE KILLED 
THEY GAVE THEIR ALL 
THEIR VOICES ARE STILLED. 
 
MOVIES EACH NIGHT 
THREE U.S.O. SHOWS 
IT'S COLD ON OUR HILL 
AND THE WIND IT BLOWS. 
 
HDQ. OFFICERS CLUB 
IS NEARLY DONE 
WE ARE ANXIOUS TO KNOW 

IF THE HOT WATER WILLL RUN. 
 
OUR NEW GROUP THEATER 
OF TUFA AND STEEL 
IS COMING ALONG FINE 
AND BEGINS TO LOOK REAL. 
 
THE BOMB TRAINER BUILDING  
IS ABOUT READY 
PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT 
AND HANDS GOOD AND STEADY. 
 
THE STARTERS ON QUARTERS 
ARE BUILDING IN HASTE 
NOT A SINGLE TUFA BLOCK 
IS GOING TO WASTE. 
 
 
 
STOVES OF ALL KINDS 
BOTH LITTLE AND BIG 
SOME AWFUL CONTRAPTIONS 
THE MEN DID RIG. 
 
A COMMITTEE WAS FORMED 
TO PLAN A PARTY FOR THOSE 
POOR KIDS IN THIS COUNTRY 
WITH FOOD AND SOME CLOTHES. 
 
CHRISTMAS FOR KIDS 
THE COMMITTEE WAS KNOWN. 
OLD MAN GLOOM ON CHRISTMAS 
FOR A LOSS WILL BE THROWN. 
 
MORE NEXT MONTH 
ABOUT THIS WORTHY CAUSE 
THE 464TH GROUP 
WILL PLAY SANTA CLAUS. 
 
100 MISSIONS 
IS OUR NOVEMBER GOAL 
GIVE US SOME WEATHER 
AND WATCH US ROLL. 
 
NOVEMBER 1944 
 
IN THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 
WE WENT TO TOWN 
SIX HUNDRED EIGHT TONS  
WENT CRASHING DOWN. 
 
FIFTEEN MISSIONS FLOWN 
AND CANCELLED THIRTEEN 
329 SORTIES 
NO ENEMY AIRCRAFT WERE SEEN. 
 
WEATHER WAS BAD 
WE WENT JUST THE SAME 
EIGHT P.F.F. MISSIONS 
IS A RECORD WE CLAIM. 
 
OIL AND MARSHALLING YARDS\AND TROOP 
CONCENTRATIONS 
AIRDROMES AND BRIDGES 
TO CUT COMMUNICATIONS. 
 



 10

LINZ AND MUNICH 
FELT OUR WRATH 
THREE TIMES EACH 
THEY GOT IN OUR PATH. 
 
AUSTRIA WAS BOMBED 
RAIDS TOTALLED EIGHT 
THEIR OIL AND RAIL TARGETS 
FELT OUR HATE. 
 
AFTER 6-1/2 MONTHS 
IN COMBAT OVERESEAS 
FLYING TOUGH MISSIONS 
IT HASN'T BEEN A BREEZE. 
 
ON THE 16TH OF NOVEMBER 
TO MUNICCH WEST M/Y 
WE REACHED A GOAL 
FOR WHICH WE HAD STRIVED SO HARD. 
 
OUR 100TH MISSION 
WE FLEW ON THAT DAY 
A JOB WELL DONE 
TO OUR CREWS WE DID SAY. 
 
TWO DEATHS IN THE GROUP 
FOUR CASES OF FROSTBITE 
TWENTY SEVEN WERE WOUNDED 
FOR A CAUSE THAT IS RIGHT. 
 
MISSING IN ACTION 
WE HAD THIRTY THREE 
FIFTEEN MEN RETURNED 
NOT TOO BAD AS YOU CAN SEE. 
 
NO AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS 
TWO MONTHS IN A ROW 
THAT'S A RECORD FOR US 
WE'D HAVE YOU KNOW. 
 
SIXTY-FIVE MEN FINISHED 
THEIR TOUR OVERSEAS 
FOR A SHORT TIME AT HOME 
THEY CAN DO AS THEY PLEASE. 
 
TEN NEW CREWS 
JOINED OUR GROUP 
THEY WENT TO GROUND SCHOOL 
AND GOT ALL THE POOP. 
 
329 MEDALS 
FOR COMBAT WERE PASSED OUT 
EVERYBODY'S GOT SOMETHING 
OR JUST ABOUT. 
 
FORTY FIVE GOOD CONDUCT 
MEDALS WERE GIVEN 
TO THE MEN WHO TRIED 
TO EARN AN HONEST LIVIN. 
 
TEN CASES OF V. D. 
BUT ONE SHOULDN'T COUNT 
HE GOT IT IN YUGO 
ON HIS WAY OUT. 
 
GENERAL HEALTH WAS GOOD 

WINTERIZING GOES ON 
WITH TUFA AND STOVES 
DAMPNESS IS NEARLY GONE. 
 
THE CHAPEL WAS POPULAR 
ATTENDANCE WAS SWELL 
1206 DAME 
WHEN THEY HEARD THE CHURCH BELL. 
 
LETTERS OF SYMPATHY 
AS WELL AS OTHER TYPE 
WERE WRITTEN HOME 
TO MOTHER, FATHER AND WIFE. 
 
A GOSPEL TEAM 
CAME INTO BEING 
SMALL ISOLATED UNITED 
THEY SOON WILL BE SEEING. 
 
 
 
A NEW GROUP PAPER 
ITS NAME IS "THE TOWER" 
GETS BIGGER AND BETTER 
BY THE HOUR. 
 
WEEKLY CONCERTS ARE HELD 
NOTED MUSICIANS APPEAR 
THE CHAP IS FILLED 
FROM THE FRONT TO THE REAR. 
 
TWENTY EIGHT MOVIES  
WERE SHOWN THIS TIME 
SOME OUTSIDE, SOME IN 
ATTENDANCE WAS FINE. 
 
OUR BASKETBALL TEAM 
WON SIX GAMES STRAIGHT 
IN THE 55TH.  WING LEAGUE 
THEY SURE DO RATE. 
 
WAR WEARY CREWS 
TO CAIRO WERE SENT 
AFTER MONTHS OF COMBAT 
THEY WERE PLEASURE BENT. 
 
S-2 HAD A FIRE 
IT BURNED NICE AND HOT 
GENERAL ACHESON WAS HERE 
WE WERE PUT ON THE SPOT. 
 
WE LOST OUR FLAK 
AND SOME OF OUR STUFF 
WE STAYED OPEN FOR BUSINESS 
BUT IT SURE WAS TOUGH. 
 
MAJOR RAY A. MORGAN 
WENT HOME TO THE STATES 
AFTER TWENTY SEVEN MONTHS 
A REST HE SURE RATES. 
 
HDQ. CLUB BUILDING 
IS JUST ABOUT DONE 
TO THE SHOWERS AND BAR 
WE WILL ALL RUN. 
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A NEW GROUP EXEC. 
LT. COLONEL ORLIE H. PRICE 
FROM WHAT WE HAVE SEEN 
HE APPEARS TO BE NICE. 
 
CAPTAIN ELMER VERNON 
NEW GROUP BOMBARDIER 
WAS KEPT VERY BUSY 
GOING THERE AND HERE. 
 
OUR FIRST UNIT CITATIION  
WON LAST JULY 
OVER FLAK COVERED VIENNA 
BY OUR MEN WHO FLY. 
 
WAS PRESENTED TO US 
WHILE WE STOOD AT "PARADE REST." 
GENERAL TWINING ADMITTED WE WERE 
ONE OF THE BEST. 
 
 
 
WE PASSED IN REVIEW 
A SNAPPY "EYES RIGHT." 
NO DRILL FOR A YEAR 
BUT THE RANKS THEY WERE TIGHT. 
 
THANKSGIVING DINNER 
WE HAD TURKEY AND SUCH 
AS USUAL THIS DAY 
WE ALL ATE TOO MUCH. 
 
WE GOT TO THINKING 
OF THE KIDS IN THIS LAND 
A "MERRY CHRISTMAS" 
THEY DON'T UNDERSTAND. 
 
WE HAVE SO MUCH 
LET'S SPREAD SOME CHEER. 
A COMMITTEE WAS FORMED 
TO COLLECT FOOD AND LIRA. 
 
A BOX WAS SET UP 
IN THE P. X. LINE 
MONEY AND CANDY 
STARTED COMING IN FINE. 
 
WE'LL SURPRISE THOSE KIDS 
ON CHRISTMAS EVE 
WHEN OUR GIFTS 
THEY WILL RECEIVE. 
 
WE STRUCK SEVEREAL BLOWS 
AT "HITLER THE HUN" 
SURELY VERY SOON NOW 
HE'LL START TO RUN. 
 
ANOTHER MONTH GONE 
AND CLOSER TO HOME. 
IF WE EVER GET BACK 
NO MORE WILL WE ROAM. 
 
DECEMBER 1944 TO VE-DAY 
 
WE'LL SKIP A FEW MONTHS AND SAVE 
SOME SPACE 

LOTS OF BOMS WERE DROPPED 
BY PLANES FROM THIS BASE. 
 
WE LOST TWO GOOD MEN 
ON THE VERY SAME DAY. 
LT. COCLONELS REDDELL AND MC KENNA 
WE ARE SORRY TO SAY. 
 
THEY WENT DOWN TOGETHER 
WAS A TOUGH LOSS FOR US 
SUCH ARE THE FORTUNES OF WAR 
AND CARRY ON, WE MUST. 
 
COLONEL CORNETT  
WAS THE NEXT TO GO 
A NICE QUIET CHAP 
A GOOD FELLOW TO KNOW. 
 
ALL THREE MISSING IN ACTION 
WE'RE SORRY TO SAY 
THAT THEY TURN UP SAFE 
WE ALL DO PRAY. 
 
COLONEL SCHROEDER 
GOT SICK WITH THE FLU 
BACK TO THE STATES 
WITH COMBAT HE'S THROUGH. 
 
COLONEL A.J. BIRD 
THE NEW C. O. 
HE'S THE REAL MC COY 
WE'LL LAY OUR DOUGH. 
 
HE KNOWS EVERYONE  
AND THEY KNOW HIM 
HE DOES HIS JOB 
WITH VIGOR AND VIM. 
 
COLONEL ZOLLER 
NEW DEPUTY COMMANDER 
PITCHED RIGHT IN 
HE WAS NO GRANDSTANDER. 
 
WASHINGTON GOT HIM 
HE LEFT US QUICK 
TO LEAVE SUCH A GROUP 
I'LL BET HE WAS SICK. 
 
LT. COLONEL 
EDGAR S. DAVIS 
PROMPTLY TOOK OVER 
AND PROMISED TO SAVE US. 
 
WE LOST MAJOR JOHNS 
OUR GROUP S.L. 
HE'LL BEAT US HOME 
THE SON OF A GUN. 
 
MAJOR BARAD 
OF REST CAMP RAME 
THEY PUT HIM TO WORK 
IT'S QUITE A SHAME. 
 
LT. COLONEL GOODYEAR 
GROUP S-3 
FINISHED UP AND WENT HOME 
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ACROSS THE SEA. 
 
MAJOR R. G. LOUGHRY 
WHO TOOK IT OVER 
IS SIX FEET TALL 
AND BIG ALL OVER. 
 
LT. COLONEL GILSON 
IS MISSED BY US ALL 
IT WAS HEART BREAKING 
TO WATCH HIS PLANE FALL. 
 
THE WAR IS OVER 
FOR US OVER HERE 
WE'VE LOST MANY MEN 
AND FRIENDS WHO WERE DEAR. 
 
WE TOOK ALL THEIR BLOWS 
AND GAVE THEM BACK MORE 
THEY JUST COULDN'T TAKE IT 
AND GOSH THEY WERE SORE. 
 
 
 
WE RAN OUT OF TARGETS 
THEN BRIDGES WE HIT. 
THEY COULDN'T TAKE IT 
AND HAD TO QUIT. 
 
WE'RE GLAD IT'S ALL OVER 
IT WAS A HARD FIGHT 
AGAINST PROVING JUSTICE 
TRIUMPHS OVER MIGHT. 
 
THIS GROUP CAME OVER 
INEXPERIENCED AND GREEN. 
WAR, WITH ITS PROBLEMS 
NONE OF US HAD SEEN. 
 
187 MISSIONS 
WE FLEW IN A YEAR 
OVER ALL THE TERRITORY 
HERR HITLER HELD DEAR. 
 
10,922 TONS 
OF BOMBS WENT DOWN 
IN THIS ONE YEAR 
THE 464TH WENT TO TOWN 
 
ONE HUNDRED THIRTY 
OF OUR PLANES WERE LOST. 
FOR VICTORY ALWAYS 
HAS ITS COST. 
 
A SALUTE TO THE MEN 
WHO GAVE THEIR ALL 
THAT OUR COUNTRY AND IDEALS 
WOULD NOT FALL. 
 
TO THE 464TH GROUP 
AND ALL ITS PERSONNEL 
GOD SPEED AND GOOD LUCK 
WE WISH YOU WELL. 
 
 
 

MAURICE C. KIELING 
CAPTAIN A. C. 
ASST. GROUP S-2 
 
 
 
 

 


