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WHEN | SURPEY THE WONDROUS CROSS

ON WHICH THE PRI,
MY RICHEST GAIN I COUNT BUT LOSS
i AND POUR CONTEMPT ON ALL MY PRIDE.

INCE OP GLORY DIED,

LOW LEVEL MAN GAINS ALTITUDE

COLONEL A.'J. BIRD JR. NEW GROUGP COMMANDER

This new man in the front office is just what the doctor ordered,

When you first meer "him, Colonel A. J.
- who knows his job, and his men. He is cordial,

Bird Jr. impresses yon as a man
and his hearty cleancut

smile sets you immediately at ease. He was born in Georgia,.in.1909, and
spent the greater part of his youth there. His first contuct with the AAF
came when he joined the aviation cadet training program in 1931.

Enger to learn, and sure that there was more to an airplano than just
flying, Cadet Bird put on his coveralls and set about finding the why of
flying as well as the how. His experience later on as an engineering officer
~makes him appreciate the importance of good ground crew work.

Ather his graduation Livotenant Bird followed the familiar peace time
where he spent a short time at France Field, then to

path fo Panama,

Hunolulu for 1933 and the greater part of '34. Returning to the States he
fouud the Air Corps at low ebb. The Three C's were at their height and
in 1935 and '36 be scrved a year with the triple C's."In .1936 the yen to

AV C

i you have been ‘ihinking on the
problem of veterans’ organizations

after the war you ahould be interested |

in a group which is being formed on
this field. The circle is a local chapter
of the American Veterans Comnittee,

8 new veteran's organization started-

by and for men of this war. :
The early planners of the AV(C folt

that military -defeat of the axis would

not automatically produce the brave

new world; that the peace for which |

we fight must be plapned and built,
politically and economically; and that

we who fight should have a voice in -

how that peace is made. They invited

those of like mind to join with them .

and in two years the AVC has expan-

- ded’ it8 membership into all branches
" of the aried forces and among large

numbers 'of dischargees.

Here on the hill, a group of men in-
tereated in the AVC have bogun to
hold weekly meetings, for discussion
of problems confronting the returning
veteran, proposed plans of action for

& veteran's group and what it should

stand for, as well as general discus-
sion on world events.

Tomorrow night, Monday, at seven

-0'ciuck in the chapel,” the discussion
will be devotod to a mure complete |

oxplanation of the American Veterans
Committee--its history, organization,
leadership, aims, and platform.

Your attendance at the meoting is
invited, your questions will bo wel-
camed.

BYLVAN GROTTE
DALE E SM{TH
JAMES R DOHERTY
ROBERT E ELLIOTT

fly came over him and he accepted a
reduction in grade to return to the Air
Corpsut Barksdale Field inearly 1937.
He stayed at Barksdale for some years,
with the Third Attack Group. To move
from the Reserve to the Regulur Army
in 1939 he took competitive examina-
tions and accepted another reduction
back to 20d Lieutenant. He became
Ist Lt. again in ’42, and the promo-
tions were very rapid from there on,

In 1933 he married, and now has
two children, Barbara, aged seven, and
Richard, two and a half. Oue of the
events the Colonel most enjoys is re-
ceiving his almost daily letter from
Barbara. Mrs. Bird and the children
are at present living in Grecuville,
South Carolina, :

During maést of the Colonel’s Air
Corps time he was trained, and worked
as a light and medium bombardment

{ man. For more than two years he
{.commanded the first B-25 RTU to be

organized. Their specialty was low level
flying. While he had flown thousands
of hours back in, the States, his first
introduction to combat duty and the
B-24 came in November of last year.
Ou his arrival in Italy he wasassigued
to the 49th Wing Headquarters. There
he served as deputy wing commander,
aud A-3 head. '

Everyone is naturally interested in

.Colonel Bird’s reaction to the B-24,

especially due to his recent change
from medium bombardment. He thinks
the Baker two four isa good dependable
ship, and as far.as likes and dislikes

‘ ﬁo,, **A pilot likes the plane in which

e has done the most flying. ” The
Colonel is & business man, and flying

ig his business. Like any good business |

THE EARTH MOVERS

Ever since the 464th landed in
Italy it has been closely associated
with the 1898th Engineers. Some-
times it is the roaring of bull-
dozers and trycks on the field,"
sometimes the weaving rhythms of .
Negro voices at a chapel service,
How come? What do they do?

The textbook says that the mis-

-sion of Engineer Aviation units is
‘“to build, maintain, and detend
airfields tor®he Army Air Forces.”"
In Italy they have had little de-
fending to do, but much other
work. They have built access roads,
maintained water points, construct-
ed bridges, erected buildings in
addition to their main task-. of
laying landing strips and improving
landing fields.
.. The 1898th originated at Eglin’
Field, Florida in 1943 and Lt, Col.
Miller has been battalion com-
mander since October of that year.
-For a while they worked around
northern Florida building most of
the outlying ficlds for the Proving
Ground Command, .

While the 464th combat crews .
were making ready for their first
operational flights the 1898th was
uhcrating its bulldozers, graders,
and power shovéls on the same field
‘and sending them out.to speed the

completion ofthelengthened runway,
(Continued one page 3)

mun, he wants to do the best job, the
best way. He understands and appre-
ciates & 35 sortie buzz, but in genaral
feels that stunts ave not good piloting,
The ‘idea-is to get thers, do the job
" properly, and return safely. :
One quality that all of us will ap-
‘preciate in our new CO is the fact that
his.door is always open, and he is
readily accessible. Ho is the type of
man who automatically. commands
your respact. And he has a sense of
humor. In closing my. interview he told
me of one of his former Squadron com-
manders, now leading a B-25 outfit in
Chiua. The old friend wrote, ‘‘Gee’ {'m
sorry to hear that you, an old low level
muu from away back, wound up.as an

integral part of a packing oratel”:
. gral P . pO. H.%!RRIAM-
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. o HOWARD WALKER ;
Itis at this time each yeur that our
thoughts turn to Easter, with all its
old, familiar traditions and customs -
Passion Week, Oratorios, Good Friday,
and finally the Sunrise Service on
. Easter Sunday. Who among us cannot
' - remember dyeing hard-cooked eggs :
every color of the spectrum, and who ‘ i
could -have resisted the urge to put :
on your Easter bonnet ", appearing in .
public with wife or sweetheart, to see .
and be seen ? It is a time of poignant !
personal memories for all and as such, ' L . . 1
. & season sacred to all. The best pos- e T, :
B sible way to preserve and respect ot SEETEIRD ©A 5 .

o these memories is. to keep right on : : 'ALMON-D BI‘?ESODMS -A HING DRON »
observing the season, as nearly ‘as : C o , 4AND 4 CR.OSS E wW'Z =,

. possible, the way we used to, And . . LW ‘774 . Tenk 20

. th'is may not be so 'd.ifﬁcult — there mﬁg -

A will be prayer services held each | O . ’ .

B evening Passion Week at 1830, It js ( , I . A pl cll lq -8 F _l 1Y ] 8!:*]

_ at this hour that the chapel is most L | , o '

L . pp ong, long ago thero lived a sensitive outh in an age when the wicked
bet.mhfu]., the rays ?f the settlig sun | g men had plunPed the world into chaos and wer. Thero was In h?swhzaitn:l::
brightening, the windows us. dusk | tenderness of a lover and the Iimagination of a poet. His lifs was domina ted by

. ) . - two great facts: hig consciousness of God and hfsolove of his people. He was to
deepens. On Good Friday, at the same becox';e t%?h%‘; 32: gxt-_e:.ht p;-aphgta of theco‘:d Tastamonhbl. His name wus Jorendzlla‘.lh.

1 3 1 ¢ invader awaoe own upon 8 people to raze an Il
hour,‘ th?m will 'be a. bpmml HOI! and destroy, Jeremiah 8aw two vislox?a. The Lox?d said u%tophim. “ What seest
Communion Service. Then on Easter tl;:u J:irehmJah? '; lind Jeremla}.}h I?nsdwal:‘,d(’i “r l;se a leotglng pot’. The seething

. ~ ) . pot waich Jeremlah saw symholize the day of war deatrucsti hich
Sunday morning at 0530 there wil upon them. His country an’c'! those adjo'inlngylt were t:geco?:eru ‘t:h::lninv; cgld:'vo‘:l.,
‘be & special sunrise service held on thlch would burn with a fury 2ven unto whiteness and the fuel for its hungry .
T : ames would l,)e buman flosh, His peopls would struggle for a faw brief moments
the hillside between the 464th and | on n:lhegc:ldx;%n 8 edge then victor and vanquished alike would fall into ita con.
. suming depths. . : -
o n 1o Bl e i | e GO ke 10 S sy Wi s o
{ rating to ' ree"’, rou o
k . S i p g‘ smoke and darkness of th's Becthing caldron he now saw the bloom of the aﬂnond. ' ' :
make this a particalarly impressive Ir:hraltuzmehtho a.blmond treg i‘; thae u‘:]r?t to bloon‘; in the epring. Long befors
service — we can observe Enster as ?t.a %:a roes have been rouse om their winter sleep, the almond puts forth
! grant flowers. To the Hebrew it wus the tree of -awakening.” God was
we have been accustomed, i eaying to Jsremiah, ' As you have seen the awakening tree, I, 'yo?u'- God, will
e couselesaly awake to fulfil] my promige unto my people.” .
Opl BILL. CAVNESS “In his first vision Jeremiah saw the wickedness of men and in the second

. R :g: L%\lrgrgt; Gbgtill. "ll'!;e first nyx'nl:u'.\l:!zetzxil jud(gn;ent anid the secolnd xg'oroy’. dAlthough

4 g ed he was assure at God was in control and ocared. .

. KRIEGSGEF ANGE NE Many years after Jeremiah there appeared another young man i Palestine,

i, A -He too was gentle and kind. He too was sonsitive to tho will of God and posa.

G- 16t Lt. Philip L. Rudich essed an unwavering love for his follow men. He taught and healed and be.

¢ 2nd L. Robert R. Nelsoy frionded. Hia teachings wers sublime and his deeds marvelous in the eyes of

@ 3nd Lt Virgil N 'Sommern o gl%%.gm‘en he’a&sked, ;‘ XVhom dto xl?t?n nmyi thﬁ.s tI g.m?." Hot\}as tolih thnl.:’nomo

¥ . + Son o was Joremlah come to life again, But he was no eremiah ; ho was

{?\ 'lrst.Lt. Archie @. Stein Josus, the Messiah, the one of whom Jeregmiah had spoken. Jesus faced the same

N - /Sgt Richard E. Kaitis old wicked world us Jeremiah. In 8pite of his beauty and goodness envious mon

& Sgt. John-Holt . crucified him on a cross, He roses triumphant over death and his oross became

S/Sgt Walter J, Lepich the greatess symbol of the church. The oross unites Juremiah's two visions in
8/Sgt. Charles T. ardy one symbol. In the croas we see the wickudnoss of the world and God's eternal
S/Sgt Decoroso Porlugal love ; ‘our own sinfulness and our Saviour, . C

. " §/Sgt Earl R. Willlams For us; these symbols are of tremendous significance for today we are the
L oy eme e piie,s0d | o Socanc vees the saldvont edie S WIS LY 0 Slm e
! : the day we remember at's sacorifice, - :
;Lt,._,Strons'ﬂ.crowq are prisoners, 18 here. May tho fragrant bloom of the almond  reming you that though the
~ = darinoss any our oo ou%, od 1t in coneral that 16 1o the tove o e Wi
Du : o ; g 2 ;eord 10 arucified, forget not that it is @ love of God that
;‘g:qcm;r:l;!tpb:om:ti?:;o.tfllﬂ ’ hn,nga.thoro in His Soa inqurgubg, and that there ia still an Easter morning.

Chaplain EASTWOOD

\




“three “line'’

’ . Haréh ‘85, 1566 | _

(Continued from page 1)-

When this group moved to the
present basw, the 18¢8th went
South to build two new runways
and many hardstands for other US
bomb groups besides doing some
badly needed work for a British
unit, A shifting of engineer units
last. summer brought “ B com-
pany of the 1898th back to work

- with the 464th and placed Batta-

lion Hq. not far from this field,

The Battalion is..organized in
companies, ‘“ A",
“B", +C”, which do the actual
field work of maintaining airfields,

_and a ‘*Headquarters and Service

Company ”  whici furnished the
other companies with additional
heavy equipment and dumyp trucks,
plus skilled operators and mecha-
nics, according to needs and work
priorities,

The Engineer Aviation Battalion
can best be compared to a large
road construction company in ci-
vilian life. The unit personnel
section has every worry of a civi-
lian front office except that of
hiring and  firing. It deals with
pay, promotions, **free hospitali-
zation-plan”, social security through

‘payroll deductions forinsurance and

war bonds. S-3 has a surveying
crew ; can make its own maps and
black and -white prints; can lay
out an airfield complete with han-
gars and camouflage as required,
S-4 procures materials  through
army channels and supplements
US sources by running tula pits
aftl hiring ltalian Libor.

On the payroll ars skilled ope-
rators and maintenance mechanics
for tractors, graders,' power-rollers
and shovels, asphalt distribution,
and water purification equipment,
There are of course the usual

“complement of cooks and clerks

and general handymen who make
it possible for. the others to func.
tion efficiently, '

In off duty hours, the men have

_organized their own entertainment

groups. Two companies have
groups which sing over the AES
radio, Qne of them was twice
flown to Rome to sing, the other
has just.returned from Naples. It
is widely known in the 464 for its’
part in the * Christmas for Kids"

-program and its appearance on the"

base, The 1898th also has an un.
defeated basketball team.- oo

"Most -aviation engineer work is
just routine - and a tough grind,

To get maximum use from their

B N, B W

With the coming of good weather and
the pre-season spring we are now ex-
periencing a wave of interest in athle-
lics. On any level spot of ground, or
somelhing resembling level ground, one
can see men throwing a ball around,
kicking a football, or even sce a rough
and ready softball game going on.

.Equipment seems aboul the only thing
holding up the parade. Since Special

Service has to sweat it out, what little:

equipment that i3 on hand can effecti-
vely be used to size up your team for
the coming season. .

Temporary plans show a group soft-
ball and volleyball league. A group
baseball learn will be organized to play
against (he other groups in the Wing
and Airforce: For development of the
ahove, watch our bulletin board.

Squadron Alblelic Officers will or-
ganize- leagues and lournaments within
their own squadron o give everyone a
chance to play.

Let’s all get intoshape and get some
of the sun we have all read about in
Sunny ltaly.

heavyk equipment and dump trucks

the engineers work 18 hours a day
in two shifts, Much stress is laid
upon the work of truck ' drivers
and mechanics, tor commanders
know that upon the skill of- these
men depends the life of the equip-
ment. The bulldozer is said to be
their ¢ secret weapon’' but it is
the tireless work of the drivers of
the “two and a halis' which
moves. the dirt and gravel needed
for runways and hardstands, '

Occasionally special jobs stand
out through force-of circumstances,
Recently an airfield was closcd for
a major overhaul. Air Force ope-
rations were held up. Working to

a strict time schedule, the engi-’
neers rolled back 1500 foot section

of steel landing mat. They brought

‘in gravel and tufa fill. They graded

and compacted it. Then they rolled

-out the mat again and joined the

two sections — all in three days.

"Though it was done in conditions

of snow and mud, it was hours
ahead of schedule,

The secret of airfield building
is to raise the surface of the runway
or hardstand as far above the water
level as possible. By so doing the
cone of earth which bears a plane’s
weight can be as deep and there-
fore as wide as possible. It involves
drainage and building up. “ Get
the water off and the gravel on”

is their motto and without " their-
labors wet weather flying: would

be a sorry business.

v

HOBNOBBING WITH
HEADQUARTERS
H

urrah — one year overseas — ain’t
we the lucky fellows ~— let's have a
party — and promptly coals were hea-
ped on the fire. It seems a sure sign
of -combalt fatigue when we take to ce-
lebrating our anniversaries away from
home. The Big Binge didn't include
everyone thdhgh — some hecause they

"were in no condition for it due to the

night before and someé because a year
from homé wasn't a gource of much
joy to them. Evo succeeded in making
the evening a very profitable one tho-
ugh doing away with fully half of the
prize money in the bingo game. Soms-
times it pays to have your wils about
you doesn't it Evo? Cross had the most
bingoes it-seems but they were all dry
rans. For some reason he was always

pulting the right thing in the wrong

place or something.

Amazingly enough Hermes says he
was glad to get out of the hospital.
Things got so rough there, according to
him, that he had to stagger out of his
sick bhed and serve chow to patients

unable tofeat or he would have atarved. .

What form this Curran guy has. He

-swings a stick llke the great Bambino

hiself. There is one minor difference
— he never hits the ball, which, I und-~

erstood, is the main objective. It must =

be admitted Enerson ranks with the

‘best as a pilcher but it is this Hq's

opinion that Ed was doing everything
but swing the bal to give Gurran ahit
but all to no avail. No matter how fat
and straight the ball came at him Cur-
ran just couldn’t see it. Better start
rounding the lad into shape Cozenzo.
He’'ll never make the grade alone.
Don’t hear mueh from the Radar men.

-If any of you have some dope, jot it

down and hand it in before each Wed-
nesday. Did pick up this scrap of info

on them though. It seems that Charlie -

Bush got mixed up in the celebratin’

.the other night und found himself una-
‘ble to hold his own amongst.the .one
year veleraits. Don't know what the

score .was but they tell me he got the

pants licked oft him.

- Hf this column sounds a bit biltergou

can blame Doc Russell for it, He's

after another of 'my molars.
- walker

A Year Ago Remember

That pile of tifa block at the foot of
the hill which everyone curiously exa-
mined never dreaming of its importance
— The first purple snow ever expe-
vienced ~ A rumbling sound jn the
distance which some called gun fire on
the front — Pete Ceccato’s bet that
bombers would never fly from thie
fleld ~ How good Capt. Hardy's mess
hall meals tasted after eating out of
individual **C" ration cans — All mu-
stuches and beards being removed —

How guards halted each other as well .

as wild crab apple trees — One shoot
ing up a waler lruck — Shaving at the
well — Bargaining for straw then won-
dering if you had purchased more than
straw — Moving your tent for-the third

time — chusing moles — And *‘butter-.
flies’* — l'rying to sleep in the tent

that was put up for the guards.

MOVIE SCHEBULE
Mon & Tues, March 25-26 - STAGECOACH
Claire Trevor - John Wayne,

Wed & Thurs, March 27-28 - IN THE -

MEANTIME DARLING - Frank Latimer
~ Jone Crane. ST
Fri & Sat, March 29-30 - ‘G. I. Movies.







